
THE
COMMUNICATOR

 Phone: (336) 835-2511 Fax: (336) 835-5248 Email: wifm@wifmradio.com Since January 1990

 www.WIFMRadio.com www.VintageRoseWeddingEstate.com October 2018

Mike Felts’ Denver Trek 
Includes Climbing Mt. Bierstadt

Mike Felts, my Mr. Versatility, and wife Jeannie 
live on Carmen Road in Pilot Mountain, N.C. Their 
immediate family members live in and around 

Coach David Diamont

At 1 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 9, at East Sur-
ry High School, more than 600 well-wishers and 
grateful admirers gathered to honor the career of 
politician, teacher and coach David H. Diamont by 
naming the school’s football stadium “The David H. 
Diamont Stadium.”

Those speaking on his significant contributions 
were Dr. Travis Reeves, the Rev. Michael Owen, 
Gov. Roy Cooper, Mayor Dwight Atkins, Dr. San-
dy George, Surry County Schools Board Member 
Mamie Sutphin, William L. Hart and Coach Diamont. 
The colors were presented by the East Surry High 
School JROTC. Ms. Ashley Diamont sang the Na-
tional Anthem. Audio technician David Brown en-
gineered the sound. We especially praise the Surry 
County Board of Education, East Surry Cardinal 
Foundation and the David H. Diamont Dedication 
Planning Committee.

Several career achievements accomplished by 
Coach Diamont were:

1. 49-year career.
2. Seven Conference Championships.
3. Two-time East-West All-State Game head 

coach.
4. Shrine Bowl assistant coach.
5. President of the N.C. Coaches Association.
6. Surry County Sports Hall of Fame, 2016.
7. 20-year N.C. House Representative.
Coach answered a most high calling and served 

with dignity, honor and exemplary character. His 
advocacy for community, families and students is 
unparalleled. His career modeled the highest level 
of ethical leadership. He is an exceptional role mod-
el, mentor and friend. We hold Coach Diamont in 
the light. His vision and passion will forever endure 
in our memory.

Denver, Colo. Mike and Jeannie travel there several 
times yearly. Granddaughter Abby will marry Jus-
tin Heitz there on Nov. 4 and Mike will officiate the 
ceremony.

Their son Ben, a State Farm agent in Denver, 
is forever seeking a challenge for Dad and son, 
and the most recent was to climb the Mt. Bierstadt 
peak, 14,060 feet, a member of the Chicago Peaks 
in the Rocky Mountains’ Front Range an hour west 
of Denver. Starting at daybreak, the trek up took 
3-1/2 hours and the descent 2-1/2 hours. The Bier-
stadt climb is a Class Two in difficulty. Mike and Ben 
hiked close to eight miles to complete their accom-
plishment.

Mike shared, “There were hundreds of hikers 
around us, and it was snowing the last 250 feet and 
quite treacherous. My workouts at the ARC [Arm-
field Recreation Center] had me in good shape. 
Several years ago, I bought an outstanding pair of 
hiking boots from L.L. Bean and they served me 
well. They are a perfect fit and have never given me 
a blister.”

There are 54 “fourteeners” plus numerous lower 
peaks in Colorado. There are 29 in Alaska and 12 in 
California. The highest of the fourteeners is Mount 
Elbert at 14,440 feet. The record for climbing all of 
Colorado’s 54 is 9 days, 21 hours and 51 minutes 
by Andrew Hamilton.

Climbing Mount Bierstadt may have been the 
highlight of Mike’s trip to Denver, but it wasn’t the 
only activity.

Mike, son Ben and son-in-law Jason also spent a 
day flyfishing near Denver.

Daughter Valerie and husband Jason are proud 
owners of a thriving Chick-fil-A restaurant and Mike 
was honored to serve as an associate on Friday, the 
store’s highest-volume day.

Jason, Ben and Mike saw the Colorado Rockies 
beat the San Francisco Giants 6-2 at the pictur-
esque Coors Field. Mike said, “What a thrill. We sat 
in row 3 behind third base. Great seats!”

Several family members also spent a day at the 
Denver Museum of Natural History.

Just imagine the bonding and love that comes 
with these happenings.
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What Happened?

Dr. Jon Cawley, our minister at Mount Airy 
Friends, always has several challenges when we 
meet. During a recent chat, he offered, “When we 
are telling a story, we may introduce people in our 
story and it is always good to tell what they did that 
positively impacted our lives. Great communicators 
can paint pictures in a dialogue that are clearer 
than a TV screen.”

In a presentation at the Yadkin County Chamber 
Investors Luncheon, Austin Electrical Enclosures 
President Jim Austin shared that his products, all 
sizes of electrical junction boxes, are in the Bonner 
Bridge at Nags Head, N.C.; in the Big Dig Tunnel 
in Boston; at Meadowlands Stadium; and in the 
Goethals Bridge in New York City. As he shared the 
prominence of his products produced in Yadkinville, 
N.C., one can shut his eyes and see the picture.

A great football radio announcer keeps his lis-
teners abreast of the action by sharing which team 
is on which sideline, are they going to the right or 
the left, what is the time remaining and the score, 
where is the sun and the direction it is moving, 
where are the hash marks, the names and numbers 
of the players involved in the immediate action, 
down and distance, quarter and score.

Great writers appeal to the reader’s senses. A 
great case in point is the mere mention of my late 
Grandma York’s Pear Preserves. They were always 
in a pint Mason jar, a medium-brown color, with a 
sugar content that gave a fix that would last all day. 
Served with beautiful homemade biscuits and farm-
fresh butter. My mouth waters as I tell her story.

Matthew Greene

Matthew Greene is the lead Animal Science 
instructor at Wilkes Community College. He grew up 
near Gastonia, N.C.; attended Crest High School; 
and graduated from N.C. State University. Six years 
prior to coming to Wilkes Community College, he 
taught Agriculture and advised Future Farmers of 
America at East Wilkes High School. His wife, Lau-
ren, is our area’s Specialized Agricultural Extension 
Agent for Poultry Science.

During a recent interview at RiverStreet Produc-
tions in Wilkesboro, I asked Matt to share his signif-
icant role models. He stated they were FFA teach-
ers Matt and Kaye Harris in high school. He said, 
“For all my life I had struggled with a stutter. They 
encouraged me to enroll in FFA Public Speaking to 
overcome my speech impediment. Guess what? 
During my senior year at the State FFA Convention 
I was our state’s Extemporaneous Speech Champi-
on. I had come from not being able to speak with-
out my stutter to being the state champion. I’m so 
grateful for the Harrises and the Future Farmers of 
America’s legacy of life enhancements.”

At Wilkes Community College, Matt will lead 
students to develop knowledge in the fields of beef, 
poultry, swine, sheep and goats Animal Science; 
farm maintenance; animal care; feed and nutrition; 
and agronomy. Matt said, “I’ll be an advocate for 
Agriculture and hope to grow our Animal Science 
programs.” He said Wilkes Community College also 
will provide career coaches for each of the Wilkes 
County high schools and Early College.

Matt shared that the Animal Science degree is 
only offered at Wilkes, Sampson, Wayne and Lenoir 
community colleges. He aspires to Wilkes Commu-
nity College’s having our state’s best program.

Repreve® Fiber

Repreve® is the trusted, braided, recycled 
performance fiber used to make sustainable textiles 
with wicking, odor control and water resistance. The 
Unifi Corp. transforms recycled plastic bottles into 
Reprieve® performance fiber, sharing its passion for 
sustainability with other forward-thinking compa-
nies and brands. Popular brands who’ve partnered 
with Unifi are Nike, Target, Ford, Levi Strauss, PVH, 
Hanes Brands, Under Armor, VF Corp., Haggar, Adi-
das, North Face and Patagonia.

Unifi is the champion of sustainability. Unifi CEO 
Kevin Hall says, “More than 70 percent of all plastic 
bottles end up in a landfill.” Unifi has recycled more 
than 12 billion bottles and has a goal of recycling 30 
billion bottles by 2022.

I toured Repreve Yadkinville on Sept. 25 and will 
interview its executive, Tim Cole, on Oct. 3

Mount Airy Friends

Mount Airy Friends’ wonderful minister, Dr. Jon 
Cawley, went on vacation and I was asked to fill in, 
so I humbly accepted. I shared stories that spoke 
to using our God-given talents, the Widow’s Mite 
(Mark 12:41-44, Luke 21:1-4) and being a cheerful 
giver. Stories included:

1. Johnny Dearmin’s offer to help an owner build 
her music business.

2. Willard Swift’s Cross ministry.
3. Mary Claire Hooper and Presley Barker’s con-

cert for Mr. R.O. Lanier, 97.
4. Eric Jessup’s teaching and coaching ministry 

at North Surry High School.
5. Eldora’s Handicamp at the Homeplace.
6. Richard Crawford’s career at North Surry High 

School.
7. Matt Greene’s overcoming a stutter.
8. Fall Creek Baptist Church and the Rev. Don 

Hudson’s outreach and salvation.
9. The late Mrs. Rose Wilson’s wonderful parent-

ing.
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Jim Peles, Local Hero
Jim Peles and I met at a Business Before Hours 

speaker series presented by the Yadkin Valley 
Chamber of Commerce in the Surry Community 
College Elkin Center in the spring of 2017. I became 
a regular customer at his 125 Commerce St. bar-
bershop in Elkin, N.C. His office hours are 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.

A special and unique aspect of Jim’s Barbershop 
is every patron is on an equal footing. The next 
patron to receive service is the one who is next in 
line, determined by when did one arrive. No one is 
permitted to break in line. Should one arrive with 
four customers already seated in chairs, then his 
service is fifth in line. Absolutely no appointment or 
preferential treatment.

Recently arrived at 7:45 a.m., hoping to be first 
in line, and found Jim across the street and about 
250 feet up the road picking up litter off Commerce 
Street’s right-of-way. At 7:58, Jim concluded his 
weekly cleanup responsibility. I took several pic-
tures of his honorable duty. He remarked as he 
finished, “I fumed and fretted about this litter blight 
for several weeks after moving here eight years ago 
and decided it would not stop and if it was to be 
cleaned up it would be up to me to take charge. I 
bought a picker at 67 Hardware, and weekly, before 
opening, I pick up a large garbage bag’s worth of 
fast-food cups and wrapping paper, soda and beer 
cans and cigarette packs. 125 Commerce is my sec-
ond home, and I want to be proud of my business 
and its appearance.”

Jim Peles, a Pennsylvania native, loves Elkin and 
knows every patron by first and last name, where 
he lives and what he does. We celebrate and praise 
Jim’s willingness to be an honorable steward and 
environmentalist.

Debris and litter is a reality. One thing is for 
sure: those who litter will chuck less when the 
rights of way are reasonably clean. A great exam-
ple is our Bojangle’s on the Winston Road. Dennis 
Holloway keeps a spotless three-acre lot with drives 
and parking places.

Way to go, Jim Peles and Bojangle’s.

Homing Pigeons
The homing pigeons developed in England from 

Persian and Baghdad carriers and Pouter breeds 
originally were used for sending messages. The 
modern homing pigeon is a breed known as a 
Racing Homer. Specially trained pigeons return to 
their home over considerable distances. They are 
trained by repeated practice to return to their home 
loft when released at various locations and to enter 
the loft through a trapdoor. They have been known 
to fly a thousand miles at speeds of more than 90 
miles per hour. They often fly a zigzag pattern, 

making adjustments at each direction change.
Today the sport of racing pigeons is actively 

pursued by Surry County native Steve Norman. In 
a recent interview he stated he has been raising pi-
geons for most of his life. Basically, the racing birds 
compete with other birds by being released at a 
starting location many miles from home. They only 
fly in one direction: toward home.

The Surry Sunrise Rotary Club has adapted the 
sport into a charity fundraiser by selling 200 $100 
tickets to eager supporters. Each ticket is matched 
to one of 200 pigeons. The pigeons are released 
near Charlotte and the first pigeon to arrive at 
Steve Norman’s loft is the winner. The overall prizes 
are first place, $2,000; second place, $1,000; third, 
$500; fourth, $250; and fifth place, $100.

The proceeds raised are used to benefit local 
benevolent projects. This year the Surry Sunrise 
Rotary Club raised $25,000 to be split between 
Mount Airy City Schools and Surry County Schools 
to support their Backpack Food Programs that alle-
viate hunger.

Credit for the idea to transfer the homing pigeon 
sport into a bonafide fundraiser goes to visionary 
legend Tom Webb. The birds are owned by several 
local pigeon enthusiasts.

Way to go, Surry Sunrise Rotary members, 
Steve Norman and Tom Webb. We’ll follow your 
creativity, organizational skills and deep sense of 
charity.

Mrs. Clara Darnell

We send our regrets to Phillip and Jean Lyles for 
the passing of his sister, Clara Lyles Darnell. She 
was honored and praised by countless relatives and 
friends at Johnson Funeral Home in Elkin, N.C. Eu-
logies by son Dwayne, devoted friend Teresa Smith 
and the Rev. Bill Johnson spoke to her legacy and 
serving her Harris and Lyles families. Testimonies 
highlighted her uplifting spirit, wisdom, grace, huge 
smile and willingness to put her family and ca-
reer before self. She fought to the end and always 
walked on the high side of life. Seeing her kindness 
and smile at the David Holt Concert revealed her 
most special impact on the lives of her followers.

We’ll forever cherish thoughts about her famous 
fried chicken and biscuits without a recipe and 
seeing the magic she worked with her hands in the 
biscuit dough. Mrs. Clara touched us in loving ways. 
Our lives are blessed by her journey and she leaves 
this world a better place. Her presence brought 
smiles to our faces, love to our hearts and hope 
eternal. Clara’s life was a special gift to her admir-
ers and inspired us to be tender, kind, compassion-
ate, sympathetic, hopeful and tolerant. Farewell, 
good and faithful servant.
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Mary Claire and Presley

Mary Claire Hooper, Elkin High School senior, 
and Presley Barker, East Wilkes Middle School sev-
enth grader, met on Aug. 20 at Mr. R.O. Lanier’s 
home on Zephyr Road west of Dobson to share their 
awesome talents with their fiddle and guitar rendi-
tions. Mr. Lanier, 97, was pleased beyond descrip-
tion. For 45 minutes they played and sang requests 
that included “Wildwood Flower,” “Foggy Mountain 
Breakdown,” “Will the Circle Be Unbroken,” “I’ll Fly 
Away,” “Black Mountain Rag,” “Nashville Pickin’,” 
etc. Also present were Judy Crutchfield, Mr. Lanier’s 
daughter; caregiver Joan Rogers; Presley’s mom 
and brother, Julie and Luke; and Gary York.

Mary Claire and Presley are awesome musicians 
and entertainers. They had offered to visit a senior 
and share their exceptional talents, and I suggested 
gathering to celebrate Mr. Lanier’s life.

The last duet was “Blue Ridge Cabin Home” 
written by Louise Certain and Gladys Stacey and 
first recorded by Flatt & Scruggs in 1955. Their 
performance filled Mr. Lanier’s den with appreciation 
and gratitude. Mary Claire and Presley were assist-
ed on the lyrics from my cell phone. We liked it so 
much that they played it twice, back to back.

Mary Claire plans to be a nurse and Presley 
wants to follow in the footsteps of his late idol, Doc 
Watson. We are grateful for the countless ways 
Mary Claire and Presley lifted our spirits.

Will Bishop

A most significant contributor to sharing moral 
and ethical values to our youth in Wilkes County 
is new friend Will Bishop of Millers Creek, N.C. He 
grew up in Monroe, graduated from East Carolina 
University and is a retired U.S. Air Force officer in 
the field of satellite management. His son Tripp is 
a deputy with the Wilkes County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment.

Shortly after moving to Wilkes County in 2013, 
Mr. Bishop introduced himself to an Old Hickory 
Council Boy Scouts leader, Kevin Cheek, as they 
dined at Wilkesboro’s Chick-fil-A. Will stated, “Every 
time the Air Force moved us to a new assignment, 
we could quickly meet good people by seeking new 
relationships through Scouting.”

As a dedicated volunteer, Mr. Bishop is a District 
Commissioner who gives his time training other 
volunteer leaders. He has earned the Wood Badge, 
the highest honor bestowed on volunteers. During 
our time sharing on the program “People Doing 
Good For Others,” he proudly wore his Boy Scouts 
uniform.

I’ll treasure this comment Will shared: “Although 
my son is out of active Scouting, it is so good to 
me that I can’t lay it down. Scouting continues to 

reward me every day of my life. It blesses me as I 
give to it.”

He also shared that our Raven Knob Boy Scouts 
Reservation near Lowgap in Surry County is one of 
Scouting’s premier camps. Some 3,700 Scouts from 
throughout the world will visit annually. The 1,500-
acre facility opened in 1953. I attended there in 
1955 with the troop from Mount Airy Friends. The 
late Erastus Carpenter was our Scoutmaster.

Scouting today models the lives of boys and 
girls ages 5 to 18. Four (4) percent of those who 
enter Scouting will achieve the coveted Eagle Rank. 
Advancement to the rank requires earning Merit 
Badges, completing an Eagle Project and success-
fully passing an Eagle Review Board examination. 
2.5 million Scouts have earned the Eagle Rank.

Career Coaches
Wilkes Community College aspires to encourage 

first-generation college students to seek and com-
plete college educations. The community college 
has its principal campus in Wilkesboro, N.C., and 
branches in Sparta (Alleghany County) and West 
Jefferson (Ashe County). An initial program is to im-
plement career coaching in Ashe, Alleghany, Wilkes 
Central, East Wilkes, West Wilkes and North Wilkes 
high schools.

Wilkes Community College will supervise, fund 
and train the career coaches. These dedicated pro-
fessionals, under the leadership of Bekah Gardner, 
will advise, encourage, counsel and mentor high 
school students on the need and merits of earning 
college educations.

At present there is only one school guidance 
counselor for each 364 students. Education be-
ing the way to improve the razor-thin existence of 
many families and students.

What Do We Say?
When helping to comfort a grieving family mem-

ber at the loss of a loved one we are challenged 
with appropriate words and feelings. Grief counsel-
ors advise to never say, “I know how you feel,” as 
we don’t know how another feels. Also, never tell a 
story of similar sorrow and pain.

I can remember overhearing several couples 
collectively say, “If we can help you, please give 
us a call and we’ll be here for you.” Good advice is 
to do what we feel is appropriate by going first to 
bring comfort and sympathy. We can also share a 
vivid memory of how the fallen friend had made us 
feel or a specific act of kindness that we remember.

More important is the act of being present at 
the wake, funeral service and grave site. An age-old 
saying is, “A grieving friend may not remember that 
we were present; however, the friend will know that 
we were absent.” Being present is the essence.
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Richard Crawford

Richard Crawford had an illustrious career 
teaching history at North Surry High School. We 
served for years on the North Carolina Teaching Fel-
lows Interview Committee that met annually in No-
vember at the Surry County Schools Administration 
Office in Dobson, N.C. Richard had a wonderful way 
of asking questions that brought the best out of a 
candidate. The prestigious scholarships are worth at 
least $8,200 per year in forgivable loans.

A teacher friend shared this Richard Crawford 
story. A student at North Surry was being repri-
manded for poor behavior when an accuser said, 
“He is the most undisciplined in this school,” to 
which Mr. Crawford said, “Are you sure we are 
talking about the same student? In my class he is 
a model student. We must be talking about differ-
ent students. In my class he sets the standard for 
excellence.”

That was vintage Richard Crawford. Standing up 
for the student in his absence takes fortitude and 
courage, and we could always count on Richard to 
right wrongs and look for huge good in the striving.

Post-It® Notes

During  my research seeking information about 
Surry County Sports Hall of Fame candidate Willard 
Swift’s coaching career at East Wilkes High School 
(1960-66), I visited the campus at Ronda, N.C., 
and was warmly greeted by receptionist Kimberley 
Whitaker and directed to the Media Center where 
Media Specialist Crystal Blackburn cordially escort-
ed me to the Yearbook Room. During her instruc-
tions she handed me a packet of Post-It® Notes 
and shared, “Mr. York, you’ll probably need these 
to recall the pages you’ll want me to copy.” Thank-
ing her I added, “How did you know to provide 
these notes?” She answered, “We’ve learned over 
the years that guests will need a way to recall the 
important pages, so we gift you a packet of notes.” 
What an incredibly thoughtful gesture! I used 11 
notes.

A special thanks to first-year Principal Chad 
Mann for the sparkling appearance of the facility, to 
Bud Church for the manicured lawn, to Kathie Scott 
for the shining floors, to Special Needs Teacher (32 
years) Gwyn Calloway and to A.D. Justin Call. The 
entire experience was exhilarating, as I arrived 
without notice or invitation. I felt welcomed, appre-
ciated, safe and grateful. Way to go, East Wilkes 
High School’s remarkable staff.

Sela Bible Study

Our Sela Bible Study fellowship has 17 members 
who, with the exception of Gary York, are members 
of Elkin Valley Baptist Church in Elkin, N.C. We are 
led by David Morrison and Phillip Ratley. We meet 
each Friday at 6:30 a.m. in the Sela Builders’ office, 
2004 CC Camp Road/268 Bypass. We follow the 
Men In The Mirror program from Orlando, Fla. Our 
ministry started in 2010.

On a recent Friday we discussed the concept 
of love as an action step vs. being a noun. Love is 
a call to action as it is never passive or dormant. 
When we are involved in relationships that are lov-
ing we are chosen to act out gestures of love and 
kindness.

• Greg Pardue recently drove his beautiful Pe-
terbilt 18-wheeler loaded with food, clothing and 
building materials to New Mexico to benefit a Native 
American Reservation. He and his church have been 
helping them. His Foothills Meats enjoys a culture of 
giving to those less fortunate.

• Larry Skipper leads a nonprofit that teaches 
music to youth in Wilkes County and also provides 
musical instruments to less-fortunate youngsters. 
Benefactors provide funds and/or discarded instru-
ments. We need your participation.

• Duke Energy and Carl Rose & Sons eagerly 
seized the opportunity to assist Riley Lyles’ service 
project at Elkin High School by providing 36-foot 
poles and funds to build a walkway across the Big 
Elkin Creek that meanders down the Alleghany/
Elkin Trail north of Elkin. Riley made an impressive 
presentation before the Elkin Town Board of Com-
missioners to earn his town’s approval. A special 
thanks to Jerry Stroud, Kent Suddreth, Dale Rose, 
Larry Wagoner and Phillip Lyles.

• Scottie Pardue of the Nabisco Co. and the Co-
peland Youth Foundation called to support the Elkin 
Rescue Squad by entering two teams in our Charity 
Golf Tournament.

• Robert Rizoti supports our ERS by asking his 
vendors at his dynamic and benevolent Oakwoods 
Grocery to support most worthy causes with prod-
ucts and novelties.

• Tim Adams is a key supporter of the Wilkes 
Faithfest staged at Wilkes Community College. In its 
second year more than 20,000 came to enjoy gos-
pel and Christian music from America’s top bands.

• John Elledge invited me to share with his 
4th-period journalism and yearbook class at Wilkes 
Central High School on strategies for selling year-
book advertising. We highlighted sending thank-you 
notes, identifying potential candidates, keeping a 
daily score of sales and the importance of giving a 
gift to supporters.

• Committed to providing a DVD of John Elledg-

es’ guest appearance on “People Doing Good For 
Others.” His wife wants to archive his outstanding 
sharing of his 28 years of award-winning yearbooks.
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Vegetable Gardens
Dear friend Roy Mathis of Wilkesboro, N.C., ma-

jored in Agricultural Science at N.C. State University 
and enjoyed his career as an Agricultural Extension 
Agent in North Carolina. Thanks to Roy, Charlotte 
and I and countless others are the beneficiaries of 
Roy’s summertime yields from his fabulous garden 
near Robert and Sue Rizoti’s near Wilkesboro.

Roy recommends several best-practices tech-
niques: no-till soil preparation; 6-foot stakes for 
climbing varieties; annual soil enhancements of 
compost, lime and decaying leaves; proper crop ro-
tations; ready access to water; daily inspections to 
apply pesticide; and proper fertilization. He plants 
greens, collards and turnips for timely fall yields.

I planted gardens in the 1970s. Memory brings 
back names of vegetables such as Silver Queen 
corn and Kennebec White potatoes; half-runner 
green beans; and Morglobe, Big Boy, Better Boy 
and German Johnson tomatoes. I recall using 10-
10-10 fertilizer.

Roy’s usual garden gifts to us in a one-peck 
wooden basket are 11-inch pole green beans, pota-
toes, German Johnson heirloom tomatoes, squash, 
cucumbers and spring onions. In a coffee can are 
fresh-cut Zinnias and Black-Eyed Susans. We are 
grateful for Roy Mathis’ servant heart, expertise and 
willingness to share his blessings of nature.

Praise Agents
• Kristie Graham said in church at Mount Airy 

Friends she is “beyond proud” of her grandson Ryan 
Graham. He is the son of Luke and Ashley Graham 
and goes to Appalachian State University.

• Assessing Charlotte York’s Raisin Bran Muffins, 
Bob Tague said, “I plan to call the Pope and ask him 
to make her a saint.” Charlotte prepares snacks for 
Bible Study each last Friday of the month — usually 
sugar-free muffins and fresh fruit.

• Mrs. Alice Johnson, 96, the mother of Su-
san Morrison, lives at Parkwood Assisted Living 
in Elkin. After dinner daily she plays the piano for 
her friends. She was choir director at Elkin Baptist 
Church for more than 30 years.

• Tim Harrold, owner and CEO of the Empire 
auto dealerships in Wilkesboro, says the basic skill 
needed to sell automobiles is the ability to talk to 
people. To communicate, he said, is the way we 
make people feel good about themselves and want 
to buy from Empire.

• “The basic skill for being an accomplished inte-
rior designer is creativity. Everything after that can 
be taught and learned.” —Creative Design Monthly

• Ryan Simpson, recent Elkin High School grad-
uate and current student at UNC-Asheville, interned 
at WIFM Radio last spring. Our Danny Hall and Joel 

Hooper say he is “the best we’ve ever had.” Why? 
“Ryan always accepted any assignment and accom-
plished it to the best of his ability. He was a signifi-
cant asset to our mission.”

• Paul and Rebecca Bunke’s special needs son 
Joseph is 18 and a proud member of Surry Central 
High School’s Life Skills program. Paul shared,, “Jo-
seph never regrets or laments about yesterday, is 
never anxious about tomorrow, and he is always in 
today. He greets everywith with, ‘I’m happy.’”

Yokefellow Cooperative Ministry
Yokefellow Cooperative Ministry in Mount Airy 

is a nonprofit organization founded in 1972 by a 
group of concerned ministry and lay people. It has 
touched the lives of thousands in crisis situations. 
The Yokefellow logo depicts a bar or frame of wood 
by which two animals were joined together shoulder 
to shoulder and thus share the load and pull the 
plow, cart or wagon. In the Gospel of Matthew, Je-
sus said, “Take my yoke upon you.” Here Jesus was 
using the yoke as a symbol of service first to Him 
and second to others.

“Together” is a key word for those who serve 
at Yokefellow Ministry. Together we can meet the 
needs of those in crisis. Together we can respond to 
those who need our help. Yokefellow believes, “To-
gether we can make a difference in our community.”

Our Mount Airy Friends actively supports Yoke-
fellow. Our wonderful advocate the late Mrs. Sara 
Phillips was an original organizer of Yokefellow. 
The Rev. Jon Cawley weekly announces the specif-
ic food products needed at Yokefellow. Our church 
bulletin also lists the nonperishable food needed for 
the month. On the list for September were canned 
vegetables and cooking oil. Donations are picked up 
weekly at the church. 

Correct Manners & Etiquette
1. Never break an engagement.
2. Quickly apologize for mistakes.
3. Be punctual, honest and thoughtful.
4. Tell the truth at all times.
5. Always be mindful regarding the conduct of 

others.
6. Advise others only when we are asked.
7. Never disparage another by word or deed.
8. Return calls punctually.
9. Be neat and careful in dress.
10. Appreciate others and find their best.
11. Laugh often and much.
12. Leave the world better than we find it.
13. Admit our errors.
14. Be optimistic, encouraging and enthusiastic.
15. Find ways to compliment others.
16. Be genuinely interested in others.
17. Seek opportunities to serve others.
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Dr. Steve Button
Dr. Steve Button came to Surry County in 1992 

and established the Buttonwood Chiropractic Prac-
tice. He and his staff at 1243 W. Lebanon St. in 
Mount Airy enjoy an outstanding reputation for pro-
fessional excellence. Many patients are grateful for 
his skills and compassion. Our medical community 
is fortunate to have his presence.

In the mid-1960s I developed a sacroiliac joint 
dysfunction. I have been a trusting patient of Dr. 
Button’s practice. He is 24/7 accessible and avail-
able and we truly trust his care. In the midst of a 
recent flareup I stopped for therapy and adjust-
ment. He suggested a back support with ice. Was 
much better in two days and was so honored to 
receive his personal phone call to inquire about my 
improvement and condition. Often times we feel 
better as our caregiver shares his concern. Dr. But-
ton’s professional followup lifted my confidence and 
hope. We are grateful for the Buttonwood outreach 
and ministry. Wife Gina is his helper and partner.

We Are Spiritually Lifted
1. All Dairi-O restaurants opens their doors to a 

Wednesday morning Bible Study for fellowship and 
snacks.

2. Joe Bradshaw was the first person of color to 
teach at Surry Central High School in 1966. We hold 
him in highest regard.

3. G&B Energy’s charity golf tournament in Sep-
tember has benefitted the Elkin United Way for 26 
years.

4. We are not what others think we are. We are 
what God knows we are. —S.L. Alder

5. Remember that everyone we meet is afraid 
of something, loves something and has lost some-
thing. —H. Jackson Brown Jr.

6. Willard Swift, 81, is nominated for the 2018 
class of the Surry County Sports Hall of Fame. He 
starred in basketball and baseball at Mountain Park 
High School and in basketball at Appalachian State 
University. Fans praised his sportsmanship and 
teamwork. He also raises championship beagles.

7. Our State magazine, formerly owned by 
Bernie Mann, was sold in February to his incredible 
staff and team in an ESOP (Employee Stock Own-
ership Plan) transaction. Bernie sold the company 
to those who had made it America’s best monthly 
pictorial journal with more than 200,000 grateful 
subscribers.

8. Our State magazine’s receptionist, Melissa, is 
an exceptional phone greeter who always says, “It’s 
my pleasure to help you.”

Brilliant Thoughts
Ran across a powerful 1999 book, “The Most 

Brilliant Thoughts of All Time (In Two Lines or 
Less)” by John Shanahan, while cleaning some 
shelves in my study. Hope I can find an accompany-
ing CD that is lost. Listening while driving is better 
for me than reading because I read at a snail’s 
pace. Most quotes I’ve not seen. Here’s a sample:

1. Two ways to spread light are to be a candle 
or the moon that reflects it. —Edith Wharton

2. The graveyards are filled with indispensable 
men. —Charle DeGaulle

3. To think is to say no. —E.A. Chartier
4. When we ask advice we are looking for an 

accomplice. —Marquis de la Grange
5. Fortune does not change men, it unmasks 

them. —S. Necker
6. A team effort is a lot of people doing what I 

say. —M. Winner
7. Reality is the other person’s idea of how 

things should be. —J. Shanahan
8. One can always be kind to people about 

whom one cares nothing. —Oscar Wilde
9. To the man who is afraid, everything rustles. 

—Sophocles
10. One’s real life is often the life one does not 

lead. —Oscar Wilde
11. The offender never pardons. —George Her-

bert
12. The keenest sorrow is to recognize ourselves 

as the sole cause of all our adversities. —Sophocles
13. Adversity introduces a man to himself. —at-

tributed to Albert Einstein
14. When the well’s dry we know the value of 

water. —Ben Franklin

Quotes From Richard Evans
The late Richard L. Evans (1916-71) was a 

lifelong resident of Salt Lake City, Utah; member 
of the Quorum of Twelve Apostles of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints; and former presi-
dent of Rotary International. He also was the writer, 
producer, and announcer of the program “Music 
and the Spoken Word” for 41 years. Here are some 
favorite quotes he collected:

1. If it is not right, do not do it. If it is not true, 
do not say it. —Marcus Aurelius

2. Without a moral and spiritual awakening 
there is no hope for us. —President Dwight Eisen-
hower.

3. One may be better than his reputation, but 
never better than his principles. —Nicolas de Late-
na.

4. Nothing can make a person truly great, but 
being truly good. —Matthew Henry

5. All good things are cheap; all bad things are 
very dear. —Henry David Thoreau

6. Important principles may and must be 
inflexible. —Abraham Lincoln.

7. Conviction is worthless unless it is converted 
into conduct. —Thomas Carlyle
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It won’t be long until fall is in the air.  Call Custom Heating & 
Cooling today to have your furnace serviced before those 

chilly temperatures arrive.  336-526-HEAT. 


